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rays. In all these cases the original disease on account
of which the treatment was undertaken was persistent
eczema. He did not think that the use of the chromo-
radiometers had proved to be so successful as was expected
and he considered that the so-called exact measurement
of the intensity of the rays was only a vague relative
term. He said that the statistics of 1905 were not suf-
ficiently accurate, nor bad the observations been so carefully
recorded as to enable a trustworthy opinion to be formed
with respect to the injury which might be inflicted by
the rays. It was generally admitted that burning was an
accident dependent on peculiar idiosyncrasies. It was to be

hoped, however, that these warnings would be remembered
by dermatologists. In conclusion, he said that in his opinion
eczema was not a suitable disease to be treated with the
Roentgen rays:

The Food and Drugs Act.
Considerable interest has been aroused by a recent case in

which a prosecution under the Food and Drugs Act took
place at a country town in Hungary. The nominal defendant
was a tradesman in the town but in reality the action was
directed against a large Budapest manufacturing firm which
supplied the article in question, known and sold as cooking
fat. This was admitted to be a manufactured article con-
taining about 20 per cent. of cotton-seed oil. The inspector
of food and drugs withdrew the "detrimental to health"
clause in the indictment. One of the members of the

Budapest firm testified that they had manufactured cooking
fats for 13 years and sold them under various names and
that last year they had used no less than 3000 tons of
cotton-seed oil. After several experts had been heard the
bench dismissed the case, holding that the Act had not been
contravened.
Oct. 18th. 
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(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A New Medical Council and its Work.

A NEW medical council under the name of ’’Conseil
d’Instruction Medicale" and under the presidency of Pro-
fessor Mazhar Bey was constituted this month. Among its
members are several distinguished medical men, including
Professor Mahmoud Hakki Pasha and General Dr. Zceros
Pasha, professor at the internal clinique of the Imperial
School of Medicine. The duties of this " Conseil d’Instruc-
tion" will be to watch over the sanitary situation of the
Ottoman Empire, to inspect and to direct the management
and the operations of the administration of the civil service
of medicine, and to attend in general to all the questions
relating to the advancement of medical science in the
dominions of the Padishah. The council, which will meet
three times weekly in the Imperial Medical School, should
accomplish good work and render great service to the
country.

The Water-supply of Mecca.
The subscriptions that were opened some time ago for the

improvement and repair of the water-supply of Mecca
exceed at present 2,000,COO piastres (one piastre = 2d.).
The following details concerning the provision of this city
with drinkable water may be of interest. Sultan Suleiman
the Magnificent, who reigned from 1520 to 1566, was the
first to execute on a large scale works for water-

supply. 30 years later Mihru-mah Sultana, the pious
daughter of Suleiman, began other extensive works,
using the sources of Zubedi. She, however, died without
having finished her task and her brother, Sultan Selim,
brought it to a successful termination. Subsequently
an Indian Mussulman, Elmas Agha by name, added
to the Zubedi supply that of Aini Zafran. The works
have been repaired and improved on different occasions
Hnce. The present Sultan, Abdul-Hamid If., has expended
the sum of 85,500 Turkish liras (one lira = 18s.) to enable
the works to yield 5000 okes of water per minute (one
oke = about two and three quarters of a pound). He
has also constructed numerous fountains and large reser-

voirs at different places of the city. The construction
of fountains and the provision of any city or town or

village with drinkable water are considered by the Sultans

to be most sacred religious duties of every faithful and’
wealthy Osmanli. When Mohammed the Conqueror took
Constantinople he at once ordered the erection of 200
fountains in the metropolis. Sultan Bayazid constructed 70
and Suleiman the Magnificent as many as 700 fountains.

Every more or less well-to-do Mussulman is readily contri-
buting towards the subscriptions for the water-supply of
Mecca, which promises henceforward to meet all the require-
ments of the pilgrimage seasons, when many thousands of

worshippers flock to Mecca and Medina from all parts of the
world.

Miscellanea,

Not far from Baiburt in Asia Minor a Turk has been dis.
covered who possesses, according to trustworthy information,
45 teeth, all of which are in a perfect condition. This seems
to be a hereditary condition, as the mother and sister of the
Turk also have the same unusual number of teeth.-It is

reported from Smyrna that a Greek nurse there has died
under terrible sufferings from the bite of a tarantula. Soon
after the bite the tongue of the unfortunate woman swelled
enormously and protruded from the mouth. She died in a.
comatose state.-At the request of the Tobacco Regie, says
the Levant Herald, the Ottoman Government has sent in-
structions to the Custom House authorities in regard to the
quantity of tobacco which travellers arriving from abroad
are allowed to bring in. This allowance extends to 50
drachms of tobacco and to 50 cigarettes.

The Mont7i of Ramazan.

The worshippers of Islam are at present in the full swing-
of alternate fasting and feasting. During the day, from
sunrise to sunset, they do not partake of any food and drink
and strictly abstain from smoking. As soon, however, as

the thunder of cannons announces, at different parts of the
metropolis, that the sun has set and that the twelfth hour of
the day, according to Moslem time division, has struck,
the feasting begins. Then the faithful Osmanli tries to make
up for the restrictions and restraints’ of the day. As
Ramazan is now falling when the days are comparatively
short his fasting is less trying than when the moveable
month happens to occur in summer. All the quarters
peopled by Turks, which are at night at other times of the
year perfectly desolate and quiet, take during the nights of
Ramazan quite a different aspect. E-pecially is this the case
in Stamboul, the heart of the Mussulman population. All
the streets are then crowded with people. Groups of veiled
women are seen at every turn. Music resounds in different
corners and near the famous Shah-Za-de Mosque theatres of
every description, from the national Kara-Gheuz to a

French caf&eacute;-chantant, display, in every possible degree,
their skill and ability to attract and to amuse the passers-
by. All the mosques and houses are brightly illumined
and in the latter the members of the family, the servants,
slaves, and eunuchs included, enjoy the pleasures of iftar,
the chief night meal. The rules set down by old Moslem
precept as to how to behave religiously and appropriately at
meals are interesting, though whether they are devoutly
complied with in times of festival is doubtful. Here are
some examples : Wash your hands and mouth before eating.
When eating never put one leg upon the other, nor put your
elbows upon th0 table as this hinders good digestion. Never
be a slave of your repast and never touch any meal if you are
not hungry. Be ever content with what you find before you
and never give yourself great pains in preparing choice
dishes. Be always, if possible, at the table in company
with friends, as the Prophet never partook of his
meals alone. Always begin and end your meal with

thanksgiving to Allah. Always eat with 3our right
hand and swallow, before and after food, a little
salt. It shows good upbringing and is pleasing to Allah
ever to put into the month only small morsels and never to
make any observations upon the defective qualities of dishes.
Never cut bread with a knife, but, as the Prophet did, break
it. Never choose the fruit offered but take any azc hasard.
Never wipe your fingers with bread. Avoid blowing on a hot
dish, but wait until it gets cool. Eat dates, apricots, and
other similar fruit one by one, remembering in eating them
thus the unity of Allah. Avoid at the table drinking much
water. Your meal finished, use attentively the toothpick,
gather up the crumrs, and wash again your hands and mouth.
Lastly, render thanks to Allah. The good sense and decency,-
of most of these rules are obvious.

Oct. 26th.
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NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A New Child Labour La7v.
THE condition of children employed in the various

industries has attracted but little attention in this country
until recently. The great increase in manufactories of
various kinds and the dearness of labour have gradually led
to the employment of children in larger and larger numbers
until the matter has finally attracted public attention and has
led to legislation in several States. The law of New York,
passed at the last session, is very stringent. Its most

important provision is the prohibition of the employment of
children under the age of 16 years in any factory in the State
before 6 A.M. and after 11 P.M., and a similar prohibition
after 7 P.M. in New York city of employment in business
places, hotel telegraph offices, transmission of messages, &c.
No child under the age of 16 years, or a woman, is allowed to
be employed in any mine or quarry in the State. Provision
is made for a rigid inspection and for the enforcement of
the law.

Negro Medical Association.
Since the Civil War in this country there has been a

rapidly increasing number of graduates in medicine among
the negro population. At Washington and at Nashville,
Tennessee, there have been flourishing medical schools for
many years devoted exclusively to the education of coloured
students. But negro physicians have rarely been admitted
to medical societies and when admitted they have not
found their presence at meetings agreeable to the white
members. This fact has led to the creation of negro medical
societies and to a national organisation, not unlike the
American Medical Association. Recently this association,
the membership of which numbers over 2000, held its annual
meeting at Pbiladelphia, when upwards of 500 members
were in attendance.

Health on the Isthmus of Panama.
Colonel Gorgas, chief sanitary officer of the Panama canal

zone, reports that there has been no yellow fever in that
district in eight months. Pneumonia has caused the largest
number of deaths and malaria is the next disease in point
of mortality. It has been alleged that there is too much
sanitation for the health of the operatives, but Colonel
Gorgas attributes the high death-rate from diseases like

pneumonia to the very bad sanitation of their lives. The
labourers rarely have a change of clothing and when they
return home in the evening their clothing is soaked with

perspiration and in this condition they go to bed, sleep ’,
soundly, and as the air becomes cold towards morning they
are thoroughly chilled. To this condition the sanitary
officers attribute the prevalence of pneumonia. Malaria
is due to the want of protection from mosquitoes through
the indifference of the workmen. The Canal Commission
is endeavouring to remedy these faulty habits and prejudices
of the employees by more stringent enforcement of measures
of sanitation and by correction of the methods of living.

Consanguinity and Drfectiue Children.
The report of the United States Census Bureau on the

blind and deaf of this country, by Dr. Alexander Graham
Bell, is a document of great interest, as it confirms the con-
clusions arrived at by Dr. Bell as the result of his studies of
the causes of deafness. He had previously demonstrated
that nearly three times as many deaf children are born of
parents who are cousins compared with those born of
parents who are not thus related. This average is con-

firmed by the statistics which have been collected very
carefully for the present census report. With regard to the
blind the state of affairs is even more deterrent as illustrated
by the census report. Of these defectives who were born of
cor sanguineous marriages-that is, parents related as closely
as cousins&mdash;proportionately 3’67 times as many were born
blind as in the case of the blind who were children of those
who were not so related. In the case of both the deaf and
the blind the census figures show that 4’ 5 per cent. of all
cases are the offspring of parents who are cousins. With
regard to the blind, altegether some 60,000 cases have bee
analysed, with results that leave no doubt that the con
clusions arrived at are amply j ustified.

The Sanitation of Cuba.
The reoccupation of Cuba by United States authority will

have a most salutary effect upon the control and extermina-
tion of yellow fever. During the first occupation sanitation
of the principal cities was carried to such perfection by the
American army officers that this hitherto dreaded pestilence
was for the time effectually exterminated. The results of
the labours of Reed, Lazear, and Agramonte, and the practical
application of Finlay’s theory of the mosquito origin of
yellow fever effected the most remarkable sanitary im-
provement of a nation recorded in the annals of public
hygiene. This improvement was most distinctly and

significantly shown in the city of Havana, where Colonel
Gorgas, now chief sanitary officer of the Panama Canal Com-
mission, rigidly applied the rules and regulations required
against the infected mosquitoes with complete success. For a
considerable period after t he evacuation of Cuba by the United
States army the rules adopted with so much success by
Colonel Gorgas were enforced, and Havana remained free
from yellow fever and also from small-pox, formerly an ever-
present scourge. Travellers visited the island with perfect
freedom and gradually Cuba was becoming a winter resort of
invalids and pleasure seekers from the northern latitudes.
But during the last year yellow fever has again appeared in
Havana and other cities and travel in that direction has been
checked. The reoccupation of the island by the United
States authorities has been hailed as a great blessing by
transportation companies, hotel keepers, and all persons
interested in tourist travel, for the belief is universal that
the vigorous application of sanitation will restore public
confidence in the healthfulness of the island and relieve
commerce and travel of that most discouraging of im-

pediments&mdash;quarantine.
Oct. 23rd. 
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The Abolition of Quarantine for Mecca Pilgrinzs,
QUARANTINE at Bombay is to be abolished and pilgrims

will be allowed to embark without detention subject to the
conditions that the ships are cleaned, the passengers are

medically examined, and their baggage is disinfected. It
is to hoped, however, that the advisers of Turkey will not
allow the supplications of their co-religionists to interfere
with their high sanitary duties. If quarantine be abolished
in Bombay these duties will become more important than
ever on Turkish territory.

The 7MC/ easing Plague Mortality in India.
For several weeks past the mortality from plague through-

out India has been steadily rising. For the week ending
Sept. 22nd 6436 cases with 4945 deaths were reported. The

present season is that of the annual recrudescence and, as in
previous years, the Bombay Presidency leads the way. The
weekly figures were -Bombay Presidency, 2918 deaths;
Central Provinces, 657 ; Central India, 787 (of which
Indore returned 685) ; United Provinces, 148 ; the Punjab,
95 ; Burma, 99 ; Mysore, 131 ; Madras, 20 ; Bengal, 69;
and Kashmir, 5. The city of Poona has recently passed
through one of the most terrible outbreaks that have
occurred anywhere in India and Poona has itself had
previously perhaps the worst experiences. With a census
population of 111,000, it is supposed now to be reduced to
50,000 owivg to the exodus of nearly all but the poorest
people. During one week the mortality was at the rate of
nearly 300 per 1000 and on one day 175 deaths were recorded.
The appalling insanitary conditions prevailing constitute the
only explanation why this city should be so severely attacked
but those who know Poona will hardly seek for any other
reason.

The Destruction of Human Life by Wild Animals.
The destruction of human life in India by wild animals

comes at least in touch with the vital statistics of the
country but in addition claims considerable attention on

other grounds. During the past year 2054 human beings
were killed by wild animals and 21,797 by snakes.

Elephants killed 48, leopards 401, tigers 786, and wolves 153.
In the Bombay province and in the Central Provinces the
lancets designed for the treatment of snake bite with per-
manganate of potassium have been freely issued and in
several cases the treatment is said to have been successful.
la addition to human life the number of cattle destroyed
rose to 92,277. On the other side we have a record of wild


